Head Start

Daily Playground Inspection Guidance Form


	Ground Hazards

	Are the grounds free of tripping hazards? (exposed roots, concrete, holes, worn surface material)
	Observe the surface material surrounding the entire play area to ensure area is free of tripping hazards.

	Are the grounds free of any debris? (broken glass, trash, stones, branches, wood debris, etc.)
	Identify and remove or request maintenance to remove any foreign debris prior to the children playing in the play area.

	Are the grounds free of puddles and poor drainage?
	Note any standing water or areas that don’t properly drain.

	Is the fence in good repair?
	Look for protruding points, general damage, gaps between the ground and the fence, etc.

	Is there any animal feces?
	No animal feces within the play area.

	Is the tricycle path without ruts and holes?
	Ensure a smooth and safe surface for the children to walk and to ride their tricycles.

	Are there any poisonous plants, wild animals, or insect nests observed on the playground?
	Become familiar with poisonous plants, venomous reptiles, dangerous animals, and local nesting insects. 

	Other?
	


	Surfacing

	What type of surface material is used?
	Identify the safety surface material used under the playground equipment

	Is the surface material depth appropriate within the fall zones?
	Measure the critical height (composite equipment - measure from the height of the highest platform when enclosed by protective barrier, or measure from top of guardrail: spring rockers – measure from the seat: stationary, climbable equipment – measure from the maximum height of the structure: swings – measure from the height of the swing pivot point), and then ensure the surface material depth meets the minimum guidelines set forth from the manufacturer or the Consumer Product Safety Commission.

	Does the surface material extend at least 6 feet in all directions around the all playground equipment?
	A fall zone is an obstacle free area under and around the play equipment.  For stationary play equipment the measured distance from the equipment is 6 feet; however, mobile equipment fall zones are different (see the guidelines set by the Consumer Product Safety Commission’s ‘Handbook for Playground Safety’)

	Is the surface material properly raked to eliminate displaced materials?
	Loose filled surface material must be evenly dispersed throughout the fall zones.  Holes or low areas caused by digging or play activities must be filled.

	Are poured-in-place or synthetic tiles firmly attached to the underlying surface?
	All poured-in-place or synthetic tiles shall be properly secured to the underlying surface.

	Are poured-in-place or synthetic tiles free of cuts, nicks or damaged areas?
	All damaged poured-in-place or synthetic tiles shall be repaired according to manufacturer’s guidelines.

	Other?
	


	Equipment

	Is the equipment stable and without deterioration at the footings and joints?
	Ensure the structure is secure and does not sway.  Ensure that all joints are secure and in place.

	Is the equipment free of sharp points, corners or edges?
	Ensure open ends of tubing is covered; bolt ends do not extend more than two threads beyond the face of the nut & be free of burrs and sharp edges; and, corners and edges should have a curvature radius.

	Is the equipment free of loose, missing or broken parts and vandalism?
	Ensure all parts are properly secured and maintained according to the manufacturer’s guidelines.  

	Are wood materials free of warping, wood rot, insect damage, and splinters?
	Check for splinters, severe cracking, chipping, warping, and signs of insect damage.  Also check for stability of the structure.

	Are metal materials free of rust, corrosion, peeling paint, and bent parts?
	Ensure all metal parts are properly lubricated, free of rust and corrosion.  All paint is lead free and not peeling.  All metal parts are secure and properly maintained.

	Are plastic parts broken, chipped, and/or cracked?
	Check for cracks, chips, discoloration, worn parts, and warping.  Also, check for stability of the equipment.

	Is the equipment free of head entrapments (generally, an opening >3.5” to <9”)?
	Entrapment occurs when a child’s head or limb becomes lodged within a space and cannot be withdrawn.  Entrapments are identified as an opening of >3.5” to <9”, with a depth of 4” or more.

	Are guardrails & handrails secured?
	All guardrails and handrails must be secured to the equipment without sway.


