VHA / IHS Health Promotion/Disease Prevention Work Group 

A subcommittee of the VHA / IHS Steering Committee

Structure and Reporting.  The VHA / IHS Health Promotion/Disease Prevention Work Group (HP/DP WG) reports through the Steering Committee to the Under Secretary for Health and the Director of the Indian Health Service.  The HP/DP WG will meet no less than six times per year or every other month, unless and until such a time as the Steering Committee deems less frequent meetings to be appropriate.  The co-chairs of the HP/DP WG will report progress to the Steering Committee three times each year.  

The HP/DP WG will consist of no more than ten members, including the chairs.  An initial group of four members will be convened with other experts to join, as the HP/DP WG and Steering Committee deem appropriate.  The HP/DP WG will be co-chaired by a representative of each organization who is a member of the Steering Committee.  

Charge. The HP/DP WG is charged with enhancing clinical and community based prevention programs between IHS and VHA and to help promote communication and information sharing between the two agencies.  Specifically, each agency shall provide information about best practices, training opportunities, innovative programs and materials. Furthermore, the HP/DP WG will develop a specific work plan for approval by the Steering Committee that describes a timeline of work for HP/DP WG and for the health promotion/disease prevention collaboration between the two agencies.  

This charge expires in April 2006.
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