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Mr. Raho Ortiz, a member of the Navajo Nation and Acoma Pueblo, is the Acting Director of the 
Office of Urban Indian Health Programs. The IHS, an agency within the Department of Health and 
Human Services, is the principal federal health care advocate and provider of health care services 
for American Indians and Alaska Natives.  

As Acting Director, Mr. Ortiz provides oversight of functions and operations related to Title V of 
the Indian Health Care Improvement Act (IHCIA) and health care services provided to American 
Indian and Alaska Native (AI/AN) beneficiaries who reside in urban areas across the nation. Mr. 
Ortiz is responsible for planning, developing and executing a federal health program that serves 
urban AI/AN people through programs that include direct medical services, dental services, 
pharmacy services, alcohol/substance abuse services, behavioral health, HIV/AIDS, health 
promotion and disease prevention services.  

Mr. Ortiz makes recommendations and provides key advice as a subject matter expert on methods 
of improving health care access and delivery to the urban AI/AN people through collaborative 
efforts with Indian tribes and tribal organizations; federal, state and local governments; public and 
private foundations; and other entities. Mr. Ortiz serves as principal advisor in the performance of 
national policy analysis, recommendation and implementation regarding legislative activities 
related to the Affordable Care Act (ACA), the IHCIA and the impact on urban AI/AN people and 
the Indian health system.   

Mr. Ortiz joined IHS in 2007 as the Director of the Division of Regulatory Affairs. Most recently, 
he served as Director of the Division of Business Office Enhancement in the Office of Resource 
Access and Partnerships. He brings over 20 years of work experience in the field of Federal 
Indian law and policy. His past employment includes serving as Environmental Director for the 
Tohono O’odham Nation, Tribal Attorney for the Pascua Yaqui Tribe, Counsel to the U.S. Senate 
Committee on Indian Affairs, Tribal Liaison with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and 
as Development Director for the Friendship House Association of American Indians, Inc. of San 
Francisco, a residential substance abuse treatment facility for American Indians and Alaska 
Natives.    

Mr. Ortiz holds a Bachelor’s degree in Government from the University of Notre Dame and a Juris 
Doctor from the University of Arizona College of Law.   
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