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Presentation Overview

• VFC Program Highlights
• 2018 New Requirements for VFC Participation
• 2018 VFC Strategic Areas of Focus



VFC Program Highlights

• VFC is a federal entitlement program
• Created in October 1994, VFC is now 23 years
• Provides vaccines at no cost to public & 

private providers
• Covers all ACIP recommended vaccines
• Eliminates cost as a barrier
• Keeps children in their medical home





VFC Eligible Population

• 60% of children 0-18 
years of age in CA are   
VFC eligible or 6.3M
– 355,700 American 

Indian/Alaskan Natives  



VFC Provider Participation

• 3,806 Active healthcare 
providers

• 47 Tribal/Indian Health 
Services Clinics

65% private facilities 

35% public facilities



2018 VFC Program Satisfaction Survey
Q5: Based on your experiences in the PAST 12 
MONTHS, please indicate your agreement with the 
following statements

results 
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Overall, I am satisfied with the VFC
Program.

I believe participation in VFC has
improved my practice's immunization

coverage levels.

VFC's annual recertification process is
simple and straightforward.

My VFC supplied vaccines arrived in a
timely manner.

StronglyAgree/Agree Strongly Disagree/Disagree Neutral n=612

Overall Program Participation

Source: 2018 VFC Program 
Satisfaction Survey, preliminary 

90% or above 
Service Level



2018 VFC Program Requirements 

• VFC participation 
requirements are 
summarized in the 
2018 VFC Program 
Participation 
Requirements at a 
Glance.

• New requirements and 
updates are noted 
within this document



Temperature Monitoring: 
Required use of Digital Data 
Loggers 
Requirement: Required 
use of Digital Data 
Loggers to monitor 
temperatures of any unit 
storing VFC supplied 
vaccines



Key 2018 VFC Requirement: DDLs
and temperature monitoring

• VFC providers must use digital data loggers or similar 
continuous temperature monitoring devices to monitor 
temperatures in any unit (refrigerator, freezer, or 
transport cooler) storing VFC supplied vaccines. 

• Data loggers must comply with VFC temperature 
monitoring device requirements. 

• At least one VFC-compliant back-up digital data logger 
device must be readily available on site for use during 
any instance of vaccine transport or when primary 
devices fail, or being calibrated. 

• Store the backup device’s buffered probe in the vaccine 
storage unit; store the digital display in a cabinet and 
document its location on the practice’s vaccine 
management plan. 

• All key practice staff monitoring storage unit 
temperatures must be trained;

– how to operate the practice’s data loggers
– interpret on-screen temperature readings
– download temperature reports
– properly configure HI and LO temperature alarm limits 

Day Use 

Main Fridge

Vaccine 
Transport



Vaccine Management: Managing 
the Management Plans

Requirement: Have a designated 
staff responsible for updating 
clinic’s Vaccine Management 
Plans



Vaccine Storage: Updated 
Refrigerator Temperature 
Ranges (°F)
Requirement: 
Ensure vaccine 
storage units 
maintain updated 
recommended 
temperature rages 
for refrigerated 
vaccines:
36.0°F and 46.0°F
(2.0°C and 8.0°C). 



Vaccine Administration: 
Revaccination 
Recommendations
Requirement: 
Acknowledge that 
revaccination is 
recommended by the 
Advisory 
Committee on 
Immunization 
Practices when non-
viable vaccines are 
administered to 
patients.



Program Integrity
Requirement: Never 
destroy, alter or 
falsify 
immunization 
records, including 
temperature logs.



How do VFC Providers Feel 
About New Requirements? 
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Overall, VFC Program
requirements are clear and

easy to follow.

VFC vaccine storage
equipment requirements are
clear and easy to understand.

VFC temperature monitoring
requirements are clear and

easy to understand.

VFC’s required use of digital 
data loggers will help my 

practice enhance temperature 
monitoring, providing detailed 

information to identify all 
temperature excursions.

My staff is comfortable using
our digital data loggers to

monitor vaccine storage unit
temperatures every day.

My staff downloads and
reviews the temperature data
from our digital data loggers

every 2 weeks.

Strongly Agree/Agree Strongly Disagree/Disagree Neutral

N=589
Source: 2018 VFC Program 
Satisfaction Survey, preliminary 
results 

90% or above 
Service Level



2018 Strategic Focus

• Compliance with ACIP Recommended 
Vaccine Schedules
– Provision of recommended vaccines
– Strategic focus on Flu and HPV

• Reduction of Storage and Handling Incidents
• Sharing resources and implementation of 

educational opportunities for VFC Providers



ACIP 2018 Immunization 
Schedules!

The 2018 Children 
and Adolescents and 
Adults Immunization 
Schedules are now 
available online.

Color print copies 
were mailed to all 
VFC providers  



VFC Provider Profiles: Guiding 
pediatric vaccination targets 



VFC Provider Profiles: Guiding 
adolescent vaccination targets 



VFC Provider Profiles: Guiding 
Flu vaccination targets 



HPV Vaccine and Cancer 
Prevention
• CA burden of cancers caused by HPV is real 
• CA Cancer Registry: CA saw 4,340 cases of HPV 

associated cancers in men and women in 2015  
• We have a vaccine that prevents these cancers! 
• Through initiation and completion of HPV series 

among adolescents in your practice, YOU have 
the power to prevent over 4,000 cases of cancer 
EACH YEAR in our state 



Estimated Vaccination Coverage 
Among Adolescents Aged 13-17 
Years, CA, NIS-Teen, 2011-2016

49%

80%
82%

73%



As a VFC Provider, you can be 
part of cancer prevention!

Identify an HPV Vaccination 
Champion to lead all staff in 
support HPV vaccination

Get to know your targets and 
rates  (VFC Profiles, CAIR
Reports)

“bundle” HPV 
recommendation (Tdap, HPV, 
MenACWY)

Minimize missed opportunities, 
check CAIR and/or EHR for 
recommended vaccines at every 
visit (sick or well)

Reminder/recall



Influenza Vaccination 

Source: CDC 2010-2016 NIS-Flu



Importance of Pediatric Influenza 
Vaccination 
• A study published in Pediatrics show that flu 

vaccination significantly reduced a child’s risk of dying 
from influenza. 

• The study found that flu vaccination reduced the risk of 
flu-associated death by half (51 percent) among 
children with underlying high-risk medical 
conditions and by nearly two-thirds (65 percent) among 
healthy children. 

• This underscores the importance of influenza 
vaccination in children 6 months and older annually.



Strategy
Increase influenza vaccination

Reduce flu vaccine liability and waste
Increase flu vaccine accountability

Provider readiness

Simultaneous administration

Vaccine utilization

Vaccine accountability with re-orders

Ordering approach



VFC Afternoon TEAch

• Afternoon TEAch with VFC is 
a new webinar series offered to 
California VFC program 
providers and their staff
– held at noon for an hour 
– Online webinars will cover a 

variety of immunization topics 
to help VFC provider staff in 
daily immunization efforts 

– Future webinars may will 
discuss:

• Pediatric vaccination schedule
• Adolescent vaccination 

schedule
• Injection safety and many more 

topics



2018 CA VFC Operations Guide  



2018 CA VFC Operations Guide  



HPV Vaccine Timing Chart

http://eziz.org/assets/docs/IMM-1254.pdf

http://eziz.org/assets/docs/IMM-1254.pdf


Educational Materials from 
CDPH



#HowIRecommend
• How an office routinely 

recommends HPV 
vaccine.

• What do you say to 
parents who have HPV 
vaccine safety concerns?

• What do you say when 
parents ask about HPV 
vaccine side effects?

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=%23howi
recommend

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=


Reduction of Storage and 
Handling Incidents
In 2017 alone, the 
VFC Program 
received 1,600  S& H 
incidents  

– Door left open
– Power outages
– Unit malfunction
– Temperature set too 

cold/too warm
– No temperatures 

recorded



Updated 
Temperature 
Logs
Adjusted for monitoring 
temperatures using a 
DDL



Questions?
Contact Information

Claudia Aguiluz
CDC Public Health Advisor
Chief, Vaccine Management and 
VFC Program Section
California Department of Public 
Health
Immunization Branch
Tel: (510) 890-2010 New 
Phone Number!
Fax: (510) 620-2350
Claudia.Aguiluz@cdph.ca.gov
www.eziz.org

mailto:Claudia.Aguiluz@cdph.ca.gov
http://www.eziz.org/
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