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DISCLOSURE –
CRITICAL SOCIAL THEORY 
ORIENTATION
HISTORICAL SITUATEDNESS

POWER RELATIONSHIPS

EMANCIPATION



OBJECTIVES

• Discuss Critical Social Theory as a Philosophical Frame and Foundation for 
SUD Treatment work

• Discuss Ways of Knowing – Emancipatory Knowing in SUD Treatment



OVERVIEW

SUD 
Treatment

Neighborhood
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Philosophical 
Lens

Healthcare 
Response



NYC - BX



“WHITE FLIGHT”

• Demographic shift in 1950s – Post WW II

• Decay starts in 1960s

• “White flight” - the sudden or gradual large-scale migration of white 
people from areas becoming more racially or ethnoculturally diverse.



“THE BRONX IS BURNING” 1970S



LINCOLN MEDICAL AND MENTAL HEALTH CENTER
NYC HEALTH + HOSPITALS/LINCOLN

1839

“The Home for the 
Colored Aged” -
“Society for the 
Relief of Worthy 
Aged Indigent 
Colored Persons”
Manhattan

1882

“The Colored Home 
and Hospital”

1898

Move to 
South Bronx, 
141st/Concord Ave

1902

“Lincoln Hospital and 
Home”

1976

Move to 
234 E. 149th St., 
“Lincoln Medical 
Center”



1960S RADICALS

BLACK PANTHER PARTY 
(1966-1982)

• Free Health Clinics

• Free Breakfast Program

• Liberation Schools

• Food and Clothing

• Legal Aid

YOUNG LORDS 
(1968-1972)

• Free Breakfast for Children

• Health Clinics

• Tenant Organizing

• Garbage offensive

• Lincoln Offensive / Patient’s Bill of Rights

• Cultural and Political Education

• Solidarity and Mutual Aid



TAKEOVER OF “THE BUTCHER SHOP” - 1970

• Poor conditions

• Dilapidated ceilings

• Blood-spattered floors/walls 

• Rats



FROM THE TAKEOVER CAME:

• Patient’s Bill of Rights

• Auricular Acupuncture – NADA Protocol 
(Michael Smith, MD,  1942-2017)

• “PE” – Political Education

• mSaS = maternal Substance abuse Services, 1987-2011 
(Nancy Smalls, LPN)

• Silencing



OPIOID EPIDEMIC
NYC AND THE SOUTH BRONX



NYC H+H, 2025



NYC UNINTENTIONAL OVERDOSE DEATHS 2023 –
THE CITY

https://www.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/epi/databrief142.pdf



NYC UNINTENTIONAL OVERDOSE DEATHS 2023 – 
THE BOROUGHS



NYC UNINTENTIONAL OVERDOSE DEATHS 2023 – 
THE NEIGHBORHOODS



CHNA 2012, 
LINCOLN



CHNA 2025 - 
BX



LINCOLN



CHNA 2025, LINCOLN



ADVERSE CHILDHOOD EXPERIENCES (ACE)



WHAT ARE 
ACES?

https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevent
ion/aces/resources.html



WHO EXPERIENCES ACES?

https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/aces/resources.html



IF ACES WERE PREVENTED?

https://www.cdc.gov/vitalsigns/aces/pdf/vs-1105-aces-H.pdf



PHILOSOPHY AS FOUNDATION 



THEORY OF COMMUNICATIVE ACTION
JÜRGEN HABERMAS (1929 - )

• Lifeworld
• Everyday life

• Shared meanings and social practices

• Communicative interactions

• System
• Political  (Power / laws)

• Economic  (Money)

• Instrumental logic

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/habermas/ 

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/habermas/


COLONIZATION OF THE LIFEWORLD (HABERMAS)

• Leads to a variety of social pathologies in culture, society, and person:
• Loss of freedom

• Loss of meaning

• Crises in legitimation, anomie, and alienation 

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/habermas/ 

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/habermas/


COLONIZATION (HABERMAS)

• For example, consider that once healthcare and housing are privatized and 
seen as mere commodities, landlords can evict tenants because of rent 
arrears, and hospitals can turn away patients who cannot afford to pay, with 
no moral qualms or social responsibility, because they see these actions as 
merely economic transactions (1981). 

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/habermas/ 

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/habermas/


WAYS OF KNOWING IN HEALTH CARE
EPISTEMOLOGY



DIMENSIONS ASSOCIATED WITH PATTERNS OF KNOWING IN 
HEALTH CARE

Dimension Empirics

Critical 
questions

What is this?
How does it work?

Creative 
processes

Conceptualizing
Structuring

Formal 
expressions

Facts
Models
Formal/Thematic 
descriptions
Theories

Authentication 
processes

Confirmation
Validation

Integrated 
expression in 
practice

Scientific 
competence

(Chinn, Kramer, & Sitzman, 2022, p. 16)



DIMENSIONS ASSOCIATED WITH EACH OF THE PATTERNS OF 
KNOWING IN HEALTH CARE

Dimension Emancipatory Ethics Personal Aesthetics Empirics

Critical 
questions

Who benefits?
What is wrong?
Barriers to 
freedom?
Changes needed?

Is this right?
Is this 
responsible?

Do I know what I 
do?
Do I do what I 
know?

What does this 
mean?
How is this 
significant?

What is this?
How does it 
work?

Creative 
processes

Critiquing
Imagining

Clarifying
Exploring

Opening
Centering

Envisioning
Rehearsing

Conceptualizing
Structuring

Formal 
expressions

Action plans
Manifestos
Critical analyses
Visions for future

Principles and 
codes

Personal stories
Genuine Self

Aesthetic criticism
Works of art

Facts
Models
Formal/Thematic 
descriptions
Theories

Authentication 
processes

Social equity
Sustainability
Empowerment
Demystification

Dialogue
Justification

Response
Reflection

Appreciation
Inspiration

Confirmation
Validation

Integrated 
expression in 
practice

Praxis Moral and 
ethical 
component

Therapeutic use 
of Self

Transformative 
art/acts

Scientific 
competence

(Chinn, Kramer, & Sitzman, 2022, p. 16)



IHS – BEHAVIORAL HEALTH FRAMEWORK



IHS – BEHAVIORAL HEALTH CHALLENGES
• Highest rates of suicide of any minority group within the U.S. 

• High rates of substance use disorder of both illicit drugs and alcohol use

• Alcohol-related deaths at significantly higher rates (51.9/100,000) than the rest of the U.S. 
population (11.7/100,000 )

• Highest prevalence of methamphetamine use/disorder, injection, and overdose

• In 2019 and 2020, drug overdose death rates were highest for non-Hispanic American Indian 
and Alaska Native people at 30.5 and 42.5 per 100,000, respectively

• From 2019-2020, the American Indian and Alaska Native overdose death rates increased by 
39%

https://www.ihs.gov/newsroom/factsheets/behavioralhealth/



GOOD 
FIT?



2025 – FREEDOM FOR PEOPLE

• From Generational Trauma

• From the Oppressive Use of “Law” and “Money”

• For Choice of Treatment

• For Collective Community Health Action

• For Us and Future Citizens



DO WE HAVE FIRE IN THE BELLY TO FIGHT FOR 
OURSELVES?

THANK YOU 
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