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We pay respect to the elders, past and 
present, and acknowledge the ongoing 

history and presence of the 
Luiseño/Payómkawichum and other 

neighboring Indigenous peoples who 
have cared for and stewarded this land 

since time immemorial



California’s AI/AN Demographics



California AI/AN cancer statistics

Source: https://health.ucdavis.edu/media-resources/cancer/documents/pdfs/population-health/cancer-burden-among-native-americans-california.pdf





Cancer is increasing in California AI/AN 
communities





Why should we focus on CRC screening?

Source: Krishna et al, Prev Chronic Dis, 2020



We implemented a culturally- and linguistically-appropriate 
model for CRC education in farmworker communities.



Poverty increases CRC mortality

Table from Moss et al, CEBP, 2020, doi: 10.1158/1055-9965.EPI-20-0007 



We are studying the impact of income support 
programs on CRC patterns



Persistent Poverty Map
• The risk of dying from cancer is greatly influenced by your zip code.
•  If you live in a poor neighborhood, you face cancer death rates that 

are 12% higher than if you live in a wealthy neighborhood.

Thanks to Scarlet Gomez for providing the figure 12



Concluding Remarks

• AI/AN communities in California face higher rates of 
certain cancers and later-stage diagnoses.

• Survival gaps persist, driven by socioeconomic and 
healthcare access barriers.

• Data limitations and misclassification hinder accurate 
monitoring and research.

• Community-driven, culturally tailored interventions are 
essential to reduce disparities.
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