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Overview

• Background

• Pertussis (Tdap) booster requirement for 7th

through 12th grades  for 2011-2012

• 7th grade only pertussis booster requirement for 
2012-2013 and ongoing

• What you can do as health care providers

• Resources for providers



Pertussis in California

• Over 9000 cases with onset in 2010 were reported 
to California (23.3 cases/100,000)
 Most cases reported in 63 years (1947)
 Peaking in summer and early fall

• 10 deaths were reported in infants due to pertussis 
in 2010

• So far, 1102 cases with onset in 2011 have been 
reported to CDPH*
 Disease activity remains high

*May 16, 2011 CDPH Pertussis Report
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Assembly Bill (AB) 354

Signed into law – September 29, 2010
Effective – July 1, 2011

Time from signing to implementation: 9 month, 2 days



AB 354 Signed into Law
• 2011-12 school year 

• All students entering or advancing into 7th through 12th grades in 
California will need proof of a Tdap booster shot before starting school. 

• Applies to all public and private schools

• Hepatitis B vaccine requirement at 7th formally discontinued

• Same exemptions apply 
 Medical 
 Personal Beliefs
 Note that students may need to be excluded from school for weeks 

in case of outbreak if not immunized



AB 354 Signed into Law

• 2012-13 and future school years 

• All students entering or advancing into 7th 
grade will need proof of a pertussis booster 
shot before starting school.



AB 354 - Implications

2011-12 school year in California

• ~3 Million students in 7th-12th Grades
 > 7000 Schools
 High schools new to vaccine requirements

• ~53% @ 13-17 years had had Tdap by 2009 



AB 354 - Implications

2011-12 school year in California

• <1.4 Million affected students not yet 
immunized with Tdap



Tdap rates to date - AB 354 cohort

2009 NIS-Ca  (13-17 years) 53% (46-59%)
•1) ~60% of cohort in CAIR (all counties)
 10-18 years >820K doses- ~37% 

−20%-53% by region 
 11-17 years ~43%
 ~12K doses per week added to CAIR
 Doses not entered = ???

•2) ~20% in Kaiser Permanente 70-75%
 Members immunized out-of-plan = ???

•3) ~20% Non-CAIR, Non-Kaiser ???



Messages for providers
• Provide clear and accurate documentation about Tdap 

immunization to your patients and their schools. 
 CAIR – consider printing Blue Card for patients
 AAP/CAFP provider Tdap documentation form

− EZIZ.org, AAP, CAFP websites
 New CDPH flyer on documentation

− www.shotsforschool.org

• Be broadly aware of how local schools are processing 
Tdap documentation and prepare accordingly.



California Immunization Registry 
(CAIR)

• Can print Tdap report for those patients who 
received a pertussis booster that meets the new 
school requirement

• Can print out “Blue Card” for schools

• www.cairweb.org

http://www.cairweb.org/�
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Messages for providers - Act now 
Pertussis isn’t taking summer 

vacation  
• Send reminder and recall phone calls and notices NOW 

and repeatedly before school starts to patients who 
have not yet received a Tdap booster
 including those who have received Td but not Tdap.

• Immunize with Tdap NOW & at every opportunity
 e.g., sports physicals & visits for mild illness or injury 
 Give other recommended immunizations and care

• Order enough Tdap and other adolescent vaccines; 
ensure you have adequate refrigerator storage – for 
many clinics, multiple orders will be indicated

https://web2.dhs.ca.gov/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.eziz.org/PDF/IMM-963_StoringVaccines-Refrig-only.pdf�


Messages to Providers

• Anticipate a rush of last-minute Tdap
appointments before the first day of school, 
2011-2012. 
 Apply seasonal flu vaccine strategies to Tdap: e.g. 

drop-in visits, special clinic hours.
 Reduce the rush and protect your patients by 

immunizing now! 
• Post downloadable electronic banners on your 

practice’s website and in electronic newsletters to 
help notify your patients.

• Post flyers and place tent cards up in your office so 
patients and parents are aware of the new law

http://eziz.org/new_rule_banner.html�


Provider Kit



AB 354 Communications

• Radio PSA
• Outdoor Advertising



What’s on ShotsForSchool.org

•Provider Readiness Checklist

•Provider CME Webinar

•Recall letter for patients without Tdap vaccine and 
audio scripts to patients

•Social Media Messages (Text, Tweet and FB Posts)

•Office of Binational Border Health Flyer for Spanish-
speaking Parents



Vaccine for Children Program

• The Vaccines for Children Program, established by 
an act of U.S. Congress in 1993, helps families by 
providing free vaccines to physicians who serve 
eligible children birth through 18 years of age. 

• Enrolled VFC providers are able to order vaccine 
through their state VFC Program and receive 
routine vaccines at no cost. This allows them to 
provide routine immunizations to eligible children 
without high out-of-pocket costs. 



VFC Eligibility

• 18 years of age or younger 
• Eligible for Medi-Cal 
• Uninsured
• American Indian or Alaskan Native
• Underinsured if immunized at a Federally 

Qualified Health Center or Rural Health Center

Make sure that you are a VFC Provider!
www.eziz.org for more information

http://www.eziz.org/�


Resources for Providers, Schools, 
Parents at shotsforschool.org



Thank you!

Questions?
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