
NATIONAL INDIAN 
REGIONAL 

EXTENSION CENTER-
CALIFORNIA

operated by the California Rural Indian Health Board (CRIHB), 
in partnership with the CA Area Indian Health Service



Goals and Objectives

Overview 
of 
National 
Indian REC

1. Describe National Indian REC Services 
partnership in CA

2. Inform participants about the types of 
services that will be offered by REC

3. Explain how CA Tribal and Urban 
Programs can access National Indian 
REC services



Regional Extension Centers

National 
Indian 
REC

 62 HITECH Regional Extension Centers 
(RECs) throughout U.S. Most RECs serve 
a single state.

 National Indian Health Board is the only 
National REC serving Tribes located in 
35 states throughout the U.S. – the 
National Indian REC. www.nihb.org

 CRIHB is 1 of 4 Regional Subcontractors 
for the National Indian REC (others will 
include: USET, Alaska, and NPAIHB)

http://www.nihb.org/�


Regional Extension Center
Scope of Work

 EHR Implementation Services 
 Meaningful Use Support Services
 Vendor Selection and Group Purchasing
 Provider Education and Outreach Services 
 National Learning Consortium Participation
 Practice and Workflow Design
 Health Information Exchange Services
 Privacy and Security Best Practices
 Local Workforce Support



Eligibility for REC Services

 Physicians (doctors of 
medicine and doctors 
of osteopathy)

 Nurse practitioners
 Certified nurse-

midwifes
 Physician Assistants
 Alaska Community 

Health Aide 
Practitioners (CHA/P)

*Please note that eligibility is different for Medicare and Medicaid EHR Incentive Program



National Indian REC Objectives

 Support implementation and use of EHR by 
Providers throughout the Indian Health System.

 Assist Tribal and Urban Programs in achieving  
Meaningful Use.  





How Will National Indian REC Services 
Be Delivered in CA?

 Area Sub Award to implement local REC 
services

 CRIHB working in partnership with CA Area 
Indian Health Service to provide technical 
assistance

 Target all 74 California tribal and urban Indian 
clinic sites to help them access EHR incentive 
payments through achievement of MU 



Total
IHS beneficiary 
population in 
California

140,684 

Clinic sites 74

Providers 231



National Indian REC Subcontractor: 
California Rural Indian Health Board (CRIHB)

CRIHB

 Founded in 1969
 Sacramento-based Tribal 

Organization
 12 member Tribal Health 

Programs; 23 Tribes

 Technical Assistance Services
throughout CA to both 
member and non-member 
Tribal Health Programs

 

Collaborative Role

 Day to day operations of the 
National Indian REC- CA 

 REC Services Management and 
Reporting to NIHB and ONC

 Coordination REC Subsidized 
Services with IHS and other 
Vendors/Consultants

 Health IT Advocacy and Policy 
Development at State and National 
Level

 Commercial EHR Vendor Selection
 Documentation of Meaningful Use
 Assistance with signing up for the 

Medicare and Medicaid EHR 
Incentive Program



California Area 
Indian Health Service

 

California Area Office IHS

 Established in 1969 
 Area office in Sacramento 

(with several field offices)
 Provides healthcare delivery 

system for over 100,000 
registered users at California
tribal and urban healthcare 
programs

Collaborative Role

 Regular communication with site 
meaningful use coordinators

 Conducting on-site meaningful 
use assessments

 Promoting provider sign-up 
with National Indian REC

 Provide RPMS EHR 
implementation support 

 Personalized RPMS EHR 
support by experienced Area 
CACs 



Types of Practice Management Systems Used 
Among CA Tribal & Urban Health Programs

COTS EHR 20%

IHS RPMS 43%

IHS RPMS EHR 
37%

Commercial EHR 

IHS RPMS (not EHR)

IHS RPMS EHR (in 
transition)



National Indian REC-CA 
Activities

 Webinars 
 Continuing Education Units (CEU’s)
 On-site coaching and mentoring sessions 
 Meaningful Use technical assistance and training
 Assistance with enrolling for EHR incentives
 Annual MU Summit for CA Tribal/Urban clinics
 Promotion of Health IT educational opportunities
 Provider Sign-Up for REC Services



Other Updates
National Indian REC- California
 CA Provider Sign-Up is 

currently underway through 
National Indian REC 
Headquarters at NIHB

 CRIHB Subcontract National 
Indian REC- CA in final stages 
of approval by the Office of 
National Coordinator

 CRIHB is working closely with 
California Area IHS to 
coordinate REC efforts

 National Indian REC-CA    
web page- COMING SOON!
www.crihb.org/rec

http://www.crihb.org/rec�


National Indian REC-CA Sign-Up
Tribal Provider Agreement Form

Send completed form to:
 E-mail paf@nihb.org

Cc: tim.campbell@ihs.gov or 
 Fax: (202) 507-4071

Questions? Contact at NIHB:
 Shawn Leckey

Office: 202-507-4079 
Email: sleckey@nihb.org

mailto:paf@nihb.org�
mailto:tim.campbell@ihs.gov�
mailto:sleckey@nihb.org�


Step 1.

Step 2.



More 
Info.



Contact Information
Rosario Arreola Pro, MPH

Health Systems Development Director, California Rural Indian Health Board

National Indian Regional Extension Center, California Area

rosario.arreolapro@crihb.net

Marilyn Freeman, RHIA

Clinical Application Coordinator 

Meaningful Use Coordinator,  California Area Indian Health Service

marilyn.freeman@ihs.gov

Tim Campbell

Meaningful Use Consultant, California Area Indian Health Service

tim.campbell@ihs.gov

mailto:rosario.arreolapro@crihb.net�
mailto:marilyn.freeman@ihs.gov�
mailto:tim.campbell@ihs.gov�
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