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Objectives

+Learn about the sustainability of the "Healthy Diné Nation Act of 
2014", recent developments regarding Community Wellness 
Projects, and current priorities.

+Learn about innovation and creativity regarding decolonizing 
solidarity pertaining to building relationships and collaborations 
towards tribal healthy communities towards addressing diabetes 
management.



 



Initiatives Powered & Actualized by the People

Elimination of sales tax on fresh fruits, fresh 
vegetables, nuts, nut butters, seeds, water, 
emphasizing Diné and Indigenous foods.
Enacted: April 22, 2014; Effective: Oct. 1, 2014

Healthy Diné Nation Act of 2014: sales tax on 
Ch’iyáán Bizhool (unhealthy foods high in salt, 
saturated fat, and sugar). Enacted: Nov. 21, 2014; 
Effective: April 1, 2015



Community 
Development: 

Revenue & Capacity 
Building vs. Grant

Revenue

Tax Office

Office of the Controller 

Division of Community Development

Community Wellness Fund 

Disbursement to Chapters 

Community-based Wellness Projects



What types of 
Community 
Wellness 
Projects

can be funded by 
the Unhealthy 
Foods Tax?

+ Wellness and exercise equipment, supplies;
+ Walking trails, running trails, biking trails;
+ Skate parks, parks, picnic grounds, 

playgrounds, basketball courts, swimming 
pools;

+ Health classes, health coaching, traditional, 
intergenerational, and contemporary wellness 
workshops, Navajo traditional craft classes;

+ Traditional and non-traditional healthy food 
preparation classes; food processing and 
storage facilities; health food initiatives; 
community food cooperatives;



What types of 
Community 
Wellness 
Projects

can be funded by 
the Unhealthy 
Foods Tax?

+Recreational, health, youth clubs, library, health 
education materials;

+Farming and vegetable gardens, greenhouses, 
farmers’ markets, agricultural projects, equine 
therapy;

+Healthy convenience store improvements;
+Clean water initiatives, clean communities 

initiatives, recycling initiatives;
+Emergency preparedness;



What types of 
Community 
Wellness 
Projects

can be funded by 
the Unhealthy 
Foods Tax?

+Maintenance, conservation, or improvement of 
any of these projects;

+Any other community-based wellness projects 
that are planned, implemented, directed, and 
reported by members of the Navajo Nation 
communities;

+Any matching funds projects



Diné Champion 
Leaders

Current Navajo Nation Council 
Delegates Mr. Danny Simpson 
and Ms. Amber Crotty, Former 
Council Delegate Mr. Jonathan 

Hale, Former President Mr.
Jonathan Nez



Historic Healthy 
Diné Nation Act of 
2014 Renewal, 
12/31/20



HNDA Revenue
• 80% of revenue from the tax 

goes into community-based 
programs

• 12% permanent fund

• 2% land acquisition fund

• 4% veterans trust fund

• 2% tax administration 
suspense fund

• Preventing Chronic Disease 
(PCD) health journal study

• $7.5 million revenue generation 
from 2015 to 2019

• about $13,000 per rural 
community



 



HDNA + Navajo Nation Economic Development
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A look at 8 years

HDNA Revenue 



HDNA Revenue (2015-2022)



Navajo Nation Division of Community Development 
Public Records



Navajo Nation Division of Community Development – Public Records – Navajo Chapters



 



 



  



 



 



BLACK MESA

ALAMO

BAHASTL’AH / TWIN LAKES

Grant - 8715: Grant Other Supplies Expense Purchase other need supplies for 
the community demonstration. $450.00
8715 - Grant 6603 Professional Fee Pay Instructor a small fee for demonstrated 
traditional cooking to the community. $600.00
8715 - Grant 6352 Purchase food (Chapter) Purchase raw food for 
demonstration to the community members fruits, bananas, apples, orange,
grapes, vegetable, cauliflower, carrots, broccoli. $1,152.00

 



ANETH

BODAWAY GAP

6817 - Matching Funds - Navajo Nation
(Swimming Pool conversion to Comm. Development).
$14,859.00

  



Collective empowerment



Social Determinants of Health Equity



Join us!
#LetsEatIn #LetsEatIndigenous

Let's Eat In(digenous) 
10-Day Challenge

Cooking and eating at 
home together!

Eating more Indigenous or 
local foods!

No take-out :)

Let’s be in community virtually…

DRjEkqyv63





INDIGENOUS
FOOD SOVEREIGNTY
IN THE UNITED STATES

SASCHA HASELMAYER

Edijed by DEVON A. MIHESUAH and 
ELIZABETH HOOVER

FCNIEWDIO IY WINOIIA UOUKE

WHY QUICK 
FIXES FAIL AND 

HOW TO ACHIEVE 
REAL CHANGE

FOREWORD BY ANNE-MARJE SLAUGHTER, CEO OF NEW AMERICA
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