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Great Lakes Inter-Tribal Epidemiology Center

“To support Tribal
communities in their
efforts to improve
health by assisting
with data needs
through partnership
development,
community-based
research, education
and technical
assistance.”
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’ Learnmore https://www.glitc.org/programs/epidemiology-and-education/
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Tribal Epidemiology Centers (GLITEC)

URBAN INDIAN HEALTH INSTITUTE

CALIFORNIA
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Learn more: https://tribalepicenters.org/
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https://tribalepicenters.org/

Providing Assistance to Tribes and Urban
Indian Organizations

 Community health surveys
o Survey development
o Data entry
o Data analysis
o Report writing

e Community readiness
assessments

* Health promotion/disease
prevention materials &

ET YOUR FLU

P ACCINE TODAY!
. All individuals should consult with their health care providers to understand their options

regarding vaccinations
GREAT LAKES
INTER-TRIBAL
EPIDEMIOLOGY
CENTER

GLITEC materials order form: https://form.123formbuilder.com/4991511 "
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https://form.123formbuilder.com/4991511

Providing Assistance to Tribes and Urban
Indian Organizations

* Area and Tribal-specific health status
reports

» Disease/health condition special
reports

e Public Health Accreditation assistance

* Policy, Systems, and Environmental
(PSE) Strateg|es and act|v|t|es Support AMERICAN INDIAN/ALASKA NATIVE HEALTH

IN MICHIGAN, MINNESOTA, AND WISCONSIN

 Public health law & policy
development

GREAT LAKES
INTER-TRIBAL
EPIDEMIOLOGY

CENTER
at Lakes -Tril

Find GLITEC publications and media: https://www.glitc.org/programs/epidemiology-and-education/great-lakes-inter-tribal-epidemiology-center/epicenter-publications/
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Crude prevalence of Diabetes for Bemidji Area
(Wisconsin, Minnesota and Michigan) by race, 2022-2023 2

Have you ever been told by a doctor that you have diabetes?

20.50%
15.25%
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10.50% 11.07%
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*Use caution in interpreting cell sizes less than 50.



Age-adjusted Diabetes mellitus Mortality rate for AI/AN Bemidji Area
(Wisconsin, Minnesota and Michigan) compared to national, 2018-20223
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*Actual rate is suppressed due to small numbers <10 deaths



Tribal Data Sovereignty

Tribal sovereignty is the inherent right of Native people to
self-government, self-determination and self-education;
governance of activities within Native lands

Tribal sovereignty maintains the authority of Native
nations to regulate research within their jurisdiction; most

often, their jurisdiction is reservation lands, resources, an
residents A
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History

Initially Indian health care was under the US Department of War
in concern for non-Native soldiers who had contact with Natives

In 1849, oversight was transferred to the US Department of the

Interior that had little experience in health care management

In 1955, Indian Health Service was established within the US
Public Health Service

EPIDEMIOLOGY
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Continued

&
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Indian Health Care Improvement Reaffirms the federal government’s Allows for Tribal involvement in
Act (IHCIA) - Amended 2010 responsibility to support Tribal data collection and analysis related
public health. to health services.

INTER-TRIBAL
EPIDEMIOLOGY
CENTER

AW A program of Great Lakes Inter-Tribal Council, Inc.
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Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance
Act (ISDEAA)

Indian Self- Federal Laws & Policies That

ED:tem'“na:\lor" and @ Support Tribal Data
ucation Assistance Sovereignty

Act (ISDEAA) - 1975

Allows Tribes to take over

the administration of o Supports Tribal control of
Iy data generated under those
federal programs and -

, rograms.
services. Prog
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How Tribes Can Uphold Data Sovereignty: Legal & Policy Tools

i
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Develop and adopt Tribal data governance laws or resolutions.

Create Data Use Agreements (DUAs) that define rights and responsibilities.

Establish Tribal Institutional Review Boards (IRBs) to oversee research.

Exercise legal authority over data collected on Tribal lands or citizens.
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Assert sovereignty in contracts, grants, and research proposals.




How Tribes Can Uphold Data Sovereignty: Capacity & Practice

Build internal data
systems and
infrastructure (e.g.,
data platforms, staff).

Train Tribal staff in data
literacy, privacy, and
security.

Partner with
organizations like
GLITEC to access tools

and technical support.

Promote awareness
among leadership and
community members.

Engage in national and
regional Indigenous
data sovereignty
movements.

EPIDEMIOLOGY
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Great Lakes Inter-Tribal Council, Inc.




Challenges in Data

* Lack of Recognized Public Health Authority
* Policy Gaps and Inconsistent Procedures
* Inconsistent, Confusing, and Lengthy Request Processes

* Poor Quality, Incomplete, or Limited Data from States and Federal
Sources

* Sources of Data Unsure What Data They Have




Contact us

Will Funmaker MBA, MLT (ASCP)*M
Director
wfunmaker@glitc.org

Kade Lenz, PhD, MPH
Program Director, Senior
Epidemiologist
klenz@glitc.org

Patrick Tschida, DrPH, MPH
Program Director, Senior
Epidemiologist
ptschida@glitc.org
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Jeannine Nosko, MBA, RN,BSN
Program Director
jnosko@glitc.org

Christina Denslinger, PhD
Program Director
cdenslinger@glitc.org

Teresa Juga, MSW, APSW
Program Director

tjuga@glitc.org
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Thank You
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