Understanding the GPRA Year
The Annual Cycle of Data Collection

Data for the Government Performance and Results Act (GPRA) initiative is collected during an annual cycle that does not coincide with either the calendar year or the IHS fiscal year.  This cycle, referred to in GPRA literature as the “GPRA data collection annual cycle” or more commonly the “GPRA year,” begins on 1 July and ends on 30 June.

Rationale for Yet Another Annual Cycle

There is actually meaningful rationale for such an unusual annual cycle.  The GPRA year used to coincide with the IHS fiscal year (1 October through 30 September).  The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) requires an annual report detailing progress toward annual GPRA objectives immediately following the conclusion of the fiscal year in early October.  The process by which IHS compiles GPRA nationally is a complex, time-consuming one.  Therefore, in order to meet the deadline in early October for an annual report, IHS moved the data collection cycle back three months, ending it on 30 June each year.  The 90 days following the completion of the data collection cycle are used to collect data and compile the various reports requested by OMB.

Ramifications of the GPRA Year

The primary ramification of defining the GPRA year as from 1 July through 30 June is that it complicates the computer logic used to collect data.  The best example of this, and one that generates a number of questions each year, concerns the logic used to collect data on access to care.
The computer logic counts patients with either a #0000 code or one or more #0190 codes as having accessed the dental program during the GPRA year.  Dental personnel often ask why the recall code, #0190, is assessed.  If the GPRA year coincided with our fiscal year, a count of only #0000 codes would suffice.  However, consider the following, commonly occurring scenario:

Consider the fiscal year 1 October 2007 through 30 September 2008, along with the overlapping GPRA year 1 July 2008 through 30 June 2009.  Assume a patient is seen for the first time that fiscal year sometime between October 2007 and June 2008, and comes back for a second visit (and a #0190 code) between July and October of 2008.  Assume this patient does not return the following year.  When examining the data for the GPRA year July 2008 through June 2009, this patient would have no initial visit, #0000 code, even though he was seen that year and documented only with a #0190 code.  Thus, in order to accurately assessed the number of individual patients seen during a GPRA year, those documented with either a #0000 or a #0190 code must be counted. 
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