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	DATE:
	Conference Call
	PLACE:
	QUOROM MET:
	Leader:
	RECORDER:

	September 14, 2006
	
	
	Yes
	William Morningstar
	Jan Colton


	ATTENDANCE
	NO
	
	YES
	
	NO
	
	YES
	
	NO


	
	YES

	Aberdeen: Kim Sturm
	
	
	X
	Nashville: Marilyn Weeden
	
	
	X
	Specialist:: Jan Colton
	
	
	X

	Alaska: George Bird
	
	
	X
	Navajo: Rickey Thompson
	
	
	X
	Hygiene: Travis Fisher

	
	
	X


	Albuquerque: Bill Morningstar
	
	
	X
	Oklahoma: Clay Henning
	
	
	X
	Dental Assistant:
Linda Canada

	X
	
	

	Bemidji: Kirk Ritchie
	
	
	X
	Phoenix: Stuart Holmes
	
	
	X
	ADO:  Rick Troyer
	
	
	X

	Billings: Phil Driscoll
	
	
	X
	Portland: James Palerino

	   X
	
	
	HQE Liaison: Pat Blahut
	
	
	X

	California: Richard Schoen
	
	
	X
	Tucson: Sidney Temlock
	   X
	
	
	HQE Representative: Chris Halliday
	X
	
	


GUESTS
	ACTION ITEM
	DISCUSSION/RECOMMENDATION
	ACTION
	FOLLOW-UP

 RESP. PARTY

F/UP DATE

	ADO Report
	-Budget: appears that 07 will begin on a continuing resolution. As of now no money added for ASP, salary increase and so on…if not added programs absorb.
-HQE Position: 2 excellent candidates. One has been selected and will be hired. Would ideally like to hire both.2nd hire may be considered after budget is released. Money to come from program funds, not HQE.
CDE: catalog available; lottery 1 Nov.; Updates not listed but should occur next summer, possibly in Denver.

COERS: will be available 2 October.” Three and freeze” changes have not yet been approved.

EDR: continuing difficulties, first 10 sites not up in 2006.
	Info only
	Morningstar

	Elections
	Info sent to all NOHC reps. Also placed on the dental listserv and on the new website.
	Applications due 29 Sept. 2006
	Colton, all interested parties

	Providers Quick Cards
	5000 5x7 cards will be $550 plus $150 for shipping. Janice was able to get us a significantly reduces rate on printing.
	Colton to have Ms. Morrow place order.
	Colton

	Combined Councils Meeting
	Feb 25-Mar 2 2007 in San Diego.
Dr. Robertson to speak on chlorhexadine study and Dr. Winkler on bisphosphonates. Discussion as to whether to meet on Monday evening or during caucus time to eliminate Friday meeting. 

	Send potential agenda/discussion topics for Dr. Grim to Dr. Holmes.
	Holmes

	NOHC Website
	Dr. Driscoll reported he had contacted Mary Beth Kinney and it appeared as though an NOHC tab would be a go. Dr. Bird raised the questions as to whether or not it would have to be compliant with Section 508. If so this is very cumbersome and it may be more beneficial to look at either going in with DePac or obtaining our own site.
	Dr. Driscoll to investigate 401 compliance and report back.
	Driscoll

	Acronyms
	Dr. Sturm reported that the acronym list will include those acronyms specific to both CO’s and civil service dentists. The list is to be posted on the website. 
	Additions to the list are to be forwarded to Dr. Sturm.
	Sturm

	Dental Newsletter
	 Newsletter needs assistance.  The newsletter has two basic components:  1. informative, scientific articles; and 2. news items and announcements.  

Our editor has left IHS, and prior to his departure it was very difficult to generate meaningful articles.  News items and announcements were submitted by some groups, but not others.  It may be that with e-mail and listservs we have minimal need of a quarterly newsletter at present.

Comments, observations, questions, and suggestions were elicited from the executive committee concerning this issue.  


	The group agreed to revisit this issue next month.  
	Blahut

	HP/DP
	. Annual announcement of funding for hp / dp local initiatives was distributed through this group, the ADOs, and the Area hp / dp representatives on 8 September.  The announcement needs to be distributed from Area representatives to all potentially interested individuals in the Area.

Each year, someone contacts HQ and complains that either (1) they never saw the announcement; or (2) they got it too late or close to the deadline to respond.  Please distribute to anyone in the dental program who might be interested in submitting a proposal.

A question came up yesterday about eligibility, and the input of the NOHC is requested.  Should tribal programs with no direct-care dental program, only CHS, be allowed to compete for hp / dp funding?  Recognize that the proposal and presumably any interventions would originate from a health director or other non-dental person.

The group offered numerous differing perspectives, including the concern about tribal programs that do not contribute data to our national GPRA effort receiving funding.  With differing opinions, the group advised to allow tribal programs without direct-care dental programs to apply for these funds.


	
	Blahut

	GPRA
	Final report for the last GPRA data collection year (1 July 05 through 30 June 06) was received yesterday, 13 September.  The dental program met one of three dental objectives, and narrowly missed the other two.

Dr. Blahut has been asked to formulate a nationally coordinated plan of action to meet at least some of the dental objectives at the end of this current GPRA year.  


	The NOHC executive committee was invited to suggest revisions, deletions, and additions to our dental GPRA objectives prior to 29 September.  Feedback from any member can be sent directly to Dr. Blahut.


	Blahut

	MCRP
	Four cases currently underway.  Two were processed last month.  

One involved removal of amalgams and replacement of posterior restorations with composite resins at the request of the patient.  Subsequent problems led the patient to file a malpractice claim, stating that the substitution of resins for amalgams should not have been done.

This case will be defended, but only because of the excellent documentation provided by the dentist, who documented that the patient desired the restorations, and outlined the risks of pulpal damage associated with removing large amalgams.  In addition, he informed the patient that in his opinion lengthy, convoluted margins were best suited to amalgam.

Dentist documented this conversation in the patient record.  It would have been even stronger documentation if he had the patient sign the record.  However, the guideline is “if it is written in the patient record, it is assumed to have occurred.”

There was much more discussion than expected on this case by Dr. Blahut, followed by a split vote.  It illustrates again the value of detailed documentation.

The second case was another claim of extraction of the wrong tooth.  These claims are quietly settled, and are not successfully defended. 

Dr. Blahut will submit a presentation for the consideration of the Dental Updates planning committee.  He will propose to review, at the 07 biennial Updates meeting, all new HHS dental cases that have come to his attention since the 05 Updates meeting. 


	
	Blahut


	Other
	OHPG: Would still welcome help; any CO who helps with re-write will be nominated for unit commendation.
Excess Funds: requested that Dr. Halliday be contacted re: using excess funds for October conference call; laptop; hosting individual website for 5-6 years.

Support Center grants were awarded to Aberdeen, Billings and California. In four years all Support Centers will be on the same award cycle.

VA has now implemented “market-pay”; CO’s called to duty this past year were” few and far between”.
	
	All


	Next Conference Call
	Questionable due to continuing resolution.
	
	


