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Antibiotic Prophylaxis for Total Joint Replacement
Approximately 450,000 total joint replacement procedures are performed each year in the United States. Deep infections of these total joint replacements usually result in failure of prosthesis and the need for extensive revision. Serious concerns exist that the hematogenous spread of oral bacteria following certain dental procedures can cause such infections and joint failures.
In 1997, the American Dental Association (ADA), along with the American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons, released antibiotic prophylaxis guidelines for patients who have total joint replacements and may be at risk for developing hematogenous infections at the site of the prosthetic. These guidelines can be found at: http://www.ada.org/prof/resources/pubs/jada/reports/report_prophy_statement.pdf. As a supplement to these recommendations, in 2003, the ADA Division of Legal Affairs released A Legal Perspective on Antibiotic Prophylaxis, which can be found at http://www.ada.org/prof/resources/pubs/jada/reports/report_prophy_legal.pdf. This legal perspective was developed in response to growing concerns about the development of antibiotic resistance and the role that the inappropriate use of prophylactic antibiotics may play in the development of resistance.
As with the recommendations for the prevention of Infectious Endocarditis, it is highly recommended that every dental clinic download a copy of the Guidelines and keep them in a readily accessible location in the clinic for quick reference.
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