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Pharmaceuticals
Prescription of pharmaceuticals is a form of communication that involves the dentist, the patient, the pharmacist, and the patient’s physician. Clear communication among all parties is essential.
When the patient’s medical record is available to the attending dentist, prescribed or administered drug information must be recorded on the clinical record for outpatients and on the doctor’s orders for inpatients. When no medical record is available, the prescribed medication should be recorded on the patient’s dental record.

When prescribing drugs, the dentist should know the properties of the medication being prescribed, including the adverse effects. All prescribed drugs should be consistent with the health needs of the patient.

In hospitals and most health centers, there is ordinarily a pharmacy, with a pharmacist to dispense drugs. In very small facilities, such as health stations or dental trailers, dentists may be required to dispense drugs. In these small facilities, it is important that the following requirements are met: 

· The pharmaceutical storage area or drug cabinet must be kept locked when not in use.  
· Records should be kept of all drugs dispensed, and the expiration dates should be checked to ensure that outdated drugs are not dispensed. The Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) requires record keeping for all scheduled drugs, including narcotics, chloral hydrate, etc.

· Only small amounts of narcotics should be kept on hand.

· When narcotics are dispensed, a record of the patient receiving them and the amount dispensed must be maintained and provided monthly to the pharmacy issuing the narcotics.

· When a trailer is being transported or stored, narcotic drugs should be removed and locked up in the main clinic or returned to the pharmacy.
· All Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations (JCAHO) or Accreditation Association for Ambulatory Health Care (AAAHC) standards covering the prescription, storage, dispensing of pharmaceuticals should also be followed.
General Recommendations for Narcotic Drugs

· The use of strong narcotics for chronic pain syndromes should be avoided; the addictive capability of all narcotic compounds is serious.

· No narcotic should be administered or prescribed if a less potent analgesic will suffice.

· Narcotics should not be used primarily to relieve apprehension; barbiturates and tranquilizers are better suited for this purpose.
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