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Subject:    Above the Ceiling Permit Program



PURPOSE:
___________ Medical Center occasionally contracts renovation, construction, or other projects to outside companies.  These companies are expected to comply with the policies, procedures and regulations that apply whenever work is performed “above the ceiling”.   

PROCEDURES:  

1. Badges:  Temporary badges are available at the Plant Operations office and are issued by the secretary or data entry clerk.  All contractors must  obtain a badge prior to work and sign on the log to indicate receipt. The badge must be returned at the end of the work shift.  If the shift ends during the night or early morning hours, the badge may be retained until the following day.   

2. Construction Assessment:

a. Special precautions must be taken when performing construction work in the medical center, especially in patient care areas with a 

      sterile or controlled environment.  Prior to commencing work, an 

      Infection Control Risk Assessment (ICRA) must be completed. The

      checklist is available from either Plant Operations or Infection

      Control.  Dust producing work, such as ceiling tile removal, 

      requires special precautions be taken to avoid introducing dust into

      controlled areas.  

b. Any potential change in the environment caused by noise, and/or 

      vibration must be assessed. Actions must be taken to minimize

      any impact to the clinical environment. Construction, repair, or

      installation that compromises life safety in the area or to occupants  

      requires implementation of Interim Life Safety Measures (ILSM).  

            ILSM forms are available from Plant Operations or the medical

            center Safety Office. 

3. Above-the-Ceiling Permit: Contract or in-house personnel engaging in work that will require penetrations of smoke or fire walls must obtain an “Above the Ceiling Permit” in the Plant Operations office. This permit must be completed and signed by a Plant Operations representative prior to initiation of the work. 

4. Firewall Penetrations:  Routing of wiring, piping or conduit may require 

drilling through smoke or fire walls above the ceiling. When this occurs, all  wires or conduits that penetrate the rated assembly must be marked with identification.  All penetrations must be resealed with the proper smoke or fire materials prior to final inspection by a Plant Operations supervisor. 

5. Final Approval: When the work has been completed and all smoke and fire penetrations have been properly resealed, an inspection of the work area will be performed and the permit will be signed by a Plant Operations supervisor, indicating final approval. Final approval of the Above-the-Ceiling Work Permit is required before payment can be authorized.       
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