IT LINE ITEM DISCUSSION
TALKING POINTS

August 3, 2007

This presentation is informational and no decision is expected at this time.

What does establishing an IT Line Item mean and how can it be accomplished?

If a decision was made to proceed, how long would it take?  Is this action supported by HHS?

The role and impact of IT is increasing at a significant rate in the private and public sectors. The IT funding levels are not keeping pace.

All Federal agencies are experiencing the same growth as IHS; no HHS OPDIVs have a comparable HIT system.

Having a separate IT Line Item would raise awareness of the relative importance of IT in IHS operations and highlight the percent of IT expenditure as a percentage of the whole.

There are pros and cons to having an IT Line Item.  Each deserves critical attention before a decision is made whether or not to pursue this action.

Does the IHS have sufficient information to respond to accountability demands that would accompany the granting of a line item?

Would tribal consultation be required for a decision of this magnitude?

Are there any recommendations for next steps?  

