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Objectives 
 

• Documentation update 
• Classifications 
• Case Study 
• Resources/References 
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ICD-10 Documentation: Asthma  
• Look for indicators of acute respiratory failure 

 

• Clarify the relationship between COPD, 
bronchitis, and asthma 
 



ICD-10 Documentation: Asthma  
• ICD-10 distinguishes between uncomplicated cases and those 

in exacerbation 
• Acute exacerbation is a worsening or decompensating of a 

chronic condition 
• An acute exacerbation is not equivalent to an infection 

superimposed on a chronic condition 
 

• Additional code can be used regarding exposure 
to or use of tobacco 
 



ICD-10 Documentation: Asthma  

• Incorporate the following scales into documentation 
templates or queries 
• The National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute (NHLBI) asthma severity 

classification scale accounts for the progressive nature of asthma by 
measuring it across the dimensions of types of symptoms and lung function 

• Mild intermittent  
• Mild persistent  
• Moderate persistent  
• Severe persistent  

 



Severity of Asthma Classification 



Case Study  
 

Olive is a 10-year-old being seen because of severe 
persistent asthma with acute exacerbation. Her uncle 
was smoking in the house on a daily basis. What 
diagnosis codes are assigned?  

 

http://www.mckinley.illinois.edu/Hando
uts/asthma/asthma.jpg 



Case Study: Index 



Case Study: Tabular 
Asthma  J45 



Case Study: Tabular 



Case Study Answer 

http://swallergyasthma.com/images/asthma_inhaler.jpg 

 

J45.51  Severe persistent asthma with 
(acute) exacerbation 
 
Z77.22  Contact with and (suspected) 
exposure to environmental tobacco 
smoke (acute) (chronic) 
 
 



Resources 
 

• http://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/guidelines/asthma/asthgdl
n.pdf 
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http://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/guidelines/asthma/asthgdln.pdf
http://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/guidelines/asthma/asthgdln.pdf


Questions 
 

 

Thank you! 
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