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The Aberdeen Area age-adjusted alcohol-related death rate (81.2) Since FY 1987, the number of discharges for injuries and
is 11.6 times the U.S. all-races rate (7.0) and 4.5 times the lowest poisonings from IHS and Tribal direct and contract general
IHS area rate (Nashville, 18.1). The IHS Al/AN rate (43.7) is 6.2 hospitals has decreased 49 percent. In FY 2006, there
times higher than the U.S. all-races rate (7.0). These Al/AN rates were 7,310 discharges.

have been adjusted to compensate for misreporting of Al/AN race
on the state death certificates.
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hospitalization for AI/AN patients (all ages). Ten (9.6) percent
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INTRODUCTION

This pamphlet provides highlights from a larger report,
2002-2003 Indian Health Focus: Injuries, published
by the Indian Health Service (IHS). Information was
extracted from the complete report to emphasize key
factors regarding American Indian and Alaska Native
injuries. Charts and descriptive statements are used to

present the information.

Chart 43 Years of Potential Life Lost (YPLL) Ages 1-44

American Indians and Alaska Natives, 2002-2004, Both Sexes, All Deaths

Causes of Death YPLL Percent
All Causes 275,864 100.0%
Unintentional Injury* 94,867
Suicide* 26,450
Homicide* 19,064
Perinatal Period 16,282
Congenital Anomalies 14,736
Heart Disease 13,510
Liver Disease 10,881
Malignant Neoplasm 10,732
Diabetes Mellitus 2,972
Cerebrovascular 2,284

All Other Causes 64,086

*All Injuries is defined as unintentional injuries plus injuries caused by suicide and homicide.

NOTE: The 2003 U.S. All Races YPLL for ages 1-44 is not available on the WISQARS YPLL report.

Allinjuries account for 50.9 percent of the YPLL for AlI/AN age
1-44. This is more than the YPLL for all other causes combined.

Chart 44 Years of Potential Life Lost (YPLL) Before Age 65

American Indians and Alaska Natives, 2002-2004, Both Sexes, All Deaths

Causes of Death YPLL Percent

All Causes 357,543 100.0%

Unintentional Injury 105,063 29.4%
Suicide 28,047
Heart Disease 26,975
Malignant Neoplasms 25,284
Homicide 20,296
Liver Disease 19,387
Perinatal Period 16,282
Congenital Anomalies 14,872
Diabetes Mellitus 8,865
Cerebrovascular 4,699

All Other Causes 87,773

*All Injuries is defined as unintentional injuries plus injuries caused by suicide and homicide.

Allinjuries account for the greatest part of the YPLL for AlI/AN
before age 65 (42.9 percent).

Chart 11 Selected Age-Adjusted Death Rates, Ratio of American Indians and

Alaska Natives (2002-2004) to U.S. All Races (2003)
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The Al/AN population has considerably higher age-adjusted death
rates for unintentional injuries, suicide, and homicide than the U.S.
all-races and white populations. The Al/AN age-adjusted unintentional
injury death rate (94.8) is approximately 2.5 times the U.S. all-races
rate (37.3) and U.S. white rate (38.2). The Al/AN suicide rate (17.9) is
over one and half times the U.S. all-races rate (10.8) and one and half
times the U.S. white rate (11.8). The Al/AN rate (12.2) for homicide is
two times the U.S. all-races rate (6.0) and over three times the U.S.
white rate (3.7). The Al/AN rates have been adjusted to compensate
for misreporting of AI/AN race on state death certificates.

Chart 17 Age-Adjusted Unintentional Injury Death Rates by Area, CY 2002-2004
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The Billings Area has the highest age-adjusted unintentional
injury death rate (149.1) among the IHS Areas. This rate is 2.5
times higher than the lowest Area rate (Nashville, 59.0), but
approximately 6 times the U.S. all-races rate (37.5). These
Al/AN rates have been adjusted to compensate for misreporting
of AI/AN race on state death certificates.

Chart 18 Age-Adjusted Motor Vehicle Crashes Death Rates by Area, CY 2002-2004
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The Billings Area has the highest age-adjusted motor vehicle
crashes death rate (92.1) among the IHS Areas. This rate

is 3.1 times higher the lowest Area rate (Alaska, 29.7), but
approximately 6 times the U.S. all-races rate (15.4). These
Al/AN rates have been adjusted to compensate for misreporting
of AI/AN race on state death certificates.

Chart 42 Leading Causes of Death Due to Injury

American Indians and Alaska Natives, 2002-2004, and U.S. All Races, 2003
(Age-Adjusted Rate per 100,000 Population)
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The AI/AN age-adjusted leading cause of death due to injury
is motor vehicle accidents followed by suicide and poisoning.
Al/AN deaths due to motor vehicle accidents are 3.3 times
higher than the U.S. all-races. These AI/AN rates have been
adjusted to compensate for misreporting of Al/AN race on the
state death certificates.

Chart 35 Age-Adjusted Fall Injury Death Rates by Area, CY 2002-2004
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The AI/AN age-adjusted fall injury death rates vary considerably
among the IHS Areas. The highest area rate (Tucson, 25.0) is 7.6
times the lowest area rate (Alaska, 3.3). The IHS rate (8.9) is 1.5
times higher than the U.S. all-races rate (5.9). These Al/AN rates
have been adjusted to compensate for misreporting of Al/AN
race on the state death certificates.



