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Dear Tribal Leadersand Community Alcohol Coordinators:

The Indian Health Service (IHS), the Center for SubstanceAbuse Treatment (CSAT), the Center
for Substance Abuse Prevention (CSAP), and the Center for Mental Health Services (CMHS) of
the Substance Abuse and Mental Health ServicesAdministrationinvite you to attend the
first-annual international conference, ' Expanding PartnershipsTo Meet Substance Abuse
Prevention and Treatment Challengesin American Indian and Alaska Native Communities,"
June8-10, in San Diego, California. Thisconferencewill be held in conjunction with the annual
IHS Behaviora Health Conference. A copy of theflyer containingdetailson thejoint
conferencesis enclosed for your information.

Thefocus of thisinternational conferenceisto provide American Indian and AlaskaNative
(AI/AN) Tribes, Urban Indian health acohol program personnel, and State alcohol and substance
abuseofficialswith the opportunity to coordinate responsesto the challengesfacing AI/AN
alcohol and substanceabuse treatment and prevention programs.

Dueto specific border concernsrelated to alcohol and other drug issuesin AI/AN communities
and on Tribal lands situated on or near the United States, Canadian, and Mexican borders, the
IHSis expanding the scopeof its invitationto include Tribal memberswho livein Canadaand
Mexico. Insupport of the recommendation made by Government representativesin

October 2003 at the International Network on IndigenousHealth, Knowledge, and Devel opment
Conferencein Townsville, Australia, the IHS is a'so inviting indigenous people and Government
representatives fiom New Zealand and Australia. The sharing and exchangeof global concerns
and innovative solutionsto common alcohol and substanceabuse problems will be highlighted
during the conference. It ismy hopethat by working together, new strategiesand partnerships
will emerge to addressthese common a cohol and substance abuse problems.

The conferencewill also highlight the current challengesfacing our communities, such asthe
risein the use of methamphetaminesand the misuseof prescription narcotics. One important
goal isto bring potential Federal, State, private-sector, and international funding sourcestogether
so that our communitiescan better accesstheseresources. | am pleased that CSAT, CSAP, and
CMHS have committed to ensure the participation of State prevention and treatment officials
from each of the 35 reservation States.

| look forward to your participation in thisimportant conference.

Sincerely yours,
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CharlesW. Grim, D.B.S., M.H.SA.
Assistant Surgeon Genera
Director

Enclosure



