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Injuries

• Unintentional injuries 
• Motor vehicle 
• Poisoning – opioids, drugs, alcohol
• Drowning 
• Burns
• Falls

• Intentional injuries
• Suicide
• Violence-related

• Homicide
• Intimate partner



Injury Magnitude

• Unintentional injuries are leading cause of death 
for ages 1-54 (2012-2016)

• 3rd leading cause of death overall (2012-2016)
• 4th leading cause of hospitalizations for males 

(2013)
• 7th leading cause of hospitalizations for females 

(2013)







Injury Deaths by Area



Injury Magnitude - Cost



Injury considerations

• A leading killer of Indian people
• Costs per event are very high
• High years of potential life lost

YET
• Low visibility as public health problem in Indian 

Country
• Not a priority



IHS IP Program

• Main components:
• Tribal Injury Prevention Cooperative Agreement Program 

(TIPCAP)
• Training – Intro to IP, Intermediate IP, Safe Native 

American Passengers (SNAP), IP Fellowship
• Technical Assistance for data collection, training, 

evaluation, partnerships, marketing, interventions



TIPCAP
• 32 Tribes and tribal orgs funded 2016-2020
• Focus:

• Motor vehicle injury prevention
• Seatbelts
• Car seats
• Distracted driving

• Elder fall prevention
• Home assessments and modifications
• Exercise

• Next cycle 2021



Training
• Introduction to Injury Prevention (Level I) and

Intermediate Injury Prevention (Level II) introduce 
core components of the public health approach to 
preventing injuries. 

• In 2012-2017 over 506 people were trained in 32 
Levels I & II courses combined.



Injury Prevention
• Increase visibility of injuries as a problem in Indian 

Country
• Support local efforts

• Strong laws and enforcement
• Car seat and other programs



Questions?

• Holly.Billie@ihs.gov

mailto:Holly.Billie@ihs.gov
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