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On an Average Day in the United States

Note: *Opioid-related overdose include those involving prescription opioids and illicit opioids such as heroin.

Source: IMS Health National Prescription Audit1 /SAMHSA National Survey on Drug Use and Health2 /CDC National Vital 
Statistics System3

1
• More than 650,000 opioid prescriptions are 

dispensed.1

2
• 3,900 people initiate nonmedical use of 

prescription opioids.2

3
• 580 people initiate heroin use.2

4 • 115 people die from an opioid-related overdose*



The Growing Drug Overdose Epidemic

3New York Times – NYtimes.com

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/01/07/us/drug-overdose-deaths-in-the-us.html?_r=0


Prevention
Build strengths and provide protection
• Family
 Teachings
 Family roles and rules
 Knowledge of ancestors

• Community
 Social connections

• Individual
 Spirituality



Treatment

• Medications
 Buprenorphine
Methadone
 Naltrexone

• Counseling
• Psychosocial support



ROAR

Rapid Opioid Alert and Response

Prevent death from opioid overdose by linking 
heroin users to life-saving resources



Rapid Opioid Alert and Response
(ROAR)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pyVyomtking&feature=youtu.be&list=PL
rl7E8KABz1ElNJV8p1VahKK0nEDVkgBQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pyVyomtking&feature=youtu.be&list=PLrl7E8KABz1ElNJV8p1VahKK0nEDVkgBQ


ROAR Alert: Baltimore City



Public Health Success Story
The Erie County Health Department in New York 
utilizes ODMAP as a tool to identify treatment referrals. 
The Health Departments Peer Recovery Specialist 
goes to the overdose victim’s home with a police officer 
and discusses treatment options. In the first 90 days of 
this program, 47% of referrals remain connected to 
care after 30 days. 

Courtesy of Jeff Beeson at W/B HIDTA



Thank you!

Mitra.Ahadpour@fda.hhs.gov
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