
508 Compliance 
and

Alt Text
If you can read the photo, what you read needs 

to be entered in the alt text



Text that is in an image MUST be entered as Alt Text or it cannot be read by assistive technology, and will be inaccessible 
to some users. While it is best to avoid inserting photo files to show charts, graphs, text and complex non-image 
documents, when that is not possible, text that is exact or that includes all important information must be entered in 
the alt text field.  The box will hold a lot of text, but it may be easier to type text into Word or notepad and paste. Be 
sure to save and close to retain entered text. The following are examples of compliant and non-compliant alt text. If the 
image containing the text has information that is not fully available elsewhere in the presentation, it must be described 
or transcribed fully in ALT text. For extremely detailed images, such as line graphs and charts that contain non-essential 
information (see example 5), a summary including all information pertinent to the presentation will be sufficient. The 
following examples show insufficient slide Alt text followed by compliant slide text.

Why add alt text?



Adding Alt text in PowerPoint



Example 1: Text in photo format, insufficient Alt Text



Example 1: Text in photo format, detailed Alt Text



Example 2: Form in photo format, bad Alt Text



Example 2: Form in photo format, detailed Alt Text



Example 3: Table in photo format, insufficient Alt Text



Example 3: Table in photo format, detailed Alt Text



Example 4: Bar graph in photo format, insufficient Alt Text



Example 4: Bar graph in photo format, detailed Alt Text



Example 1: Line graph in photo format, insufficient Alt Text



Example 5: Line graph in photo format, detailed Alt Text
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